2. To pafs through the whole extenfion. 

Matter, once bereaved of motion, cannot of itfelf ac¬ 
quire it again, nor till it be ftruck by fome other body from 
Without, or be mtrinfically moved by an immaterial felf-adive 
lubitance, that can penetrate and pervade it. Bentley. 

What but God ? 

Pervades, adjufts and agitates the whole. Thomfon 

paffingZ; u gi£ [h ° mThe ^ 

If Mon be made rather by the ingrefs and tranfeurfions of 
e a oms of'fire, than by the bare propagation of that mo¬ 
tion, with which fire beats upon the outfide of the veffels, that 
contain the matter to be melted ; both thofe kinds of fluidity, 
afcribed to faltpetre, will appear to be caufed by the pervafion 
or a foreign body. 1 ^ , 

a $ m C pervers, Fr. perverfus , Lat.j 

1. Diftorted from the rip-ht. 

O 

And nature breeds 

r^n- Ver f e * mon ^ lous 5 a ll prodigious things. Milton. 

2. Obftinate in the wrong; ftubborn ; untra&able. 
t Then for the teftimony of truth haft born 

Universal reproach ; far worfe to bear 
Than violence ; for this was all thy care 
To ftand approv’d in fight of God, though worlds 
Judg’d thee perverfe. Milton's Paradife Lo/i. 

I o fo perverfe a lex all grace is vain. 

It gives them courage to offend again. Dry den. 

3* Petulant; vexatious. J 

Oh gentle Romeo, 

If thou doft love, pronounce it faithfully. 

Or if you think I am too quickly won, 

111 frown and be perverfe, and lay thee nay, 

So thou wilt wooe : but elfe not for the world. Shakefp. 
Perve rsely, adv. [from perverfe.] With intent to vex; 
peeviihly; vexatioufly; fpitefully; crofsly ; with petty ma¬ 
lignity. J 

Men perverfely take up picques and difpleafures at others, 
ana then every opinion of the difliked perfon muft partake of 

hiS ™ te ‘ u , D ^y of Piety. 

Men that do not perverfely ufe their words, or on purpofe 
fet themfelves to cavil, i’eldom miftake the fignification of 
the names of Ample ideas. Locke 

A patriot is a dangerous poft, 

When wanted by his country moft, 

Perverfely comes in evil times. 

Where virtues are imputed crimes. Swift. 

Perve rseness. n.f [fromperverfe.] 

I. Petulance ; peevifhnefs ; fpiteful croflnels. 

A wholefome tongue is a tree of life; perverfenefs therein 
is a breach in the fpirit. Proverbs xv. 4. 

Virtue hath fome perverfenefs ; for fhe will 
Neither believe her good, nor others ill. Donne. 

He whom he wifhes moft, fhall leldom gain 
Through her perverfenefs ; but fhall fee her gain’d 
By a far worfe. Milton's Paradife Lojl. 

The perverfenefs of my fate is fuch, 

That he’s not mine, becaufe he’s mine too much. Dryden. 

When a friend in kindnds tries 
To fhew you where your error lies, 

Conviction does but more incenfe ; 

Perverfenefs is your whole defence. Swift. 

2. Pcrverfion; corruption. Not in ufe. 

Neither can this be meant of evil governours or tyrants ; 
for they are often eftablifhed as lawful potentates ; but of 
fome perverfenefs and defection in the very nation itfelf. 

T, / Bacon , 

Perve'rsion. n.f. [perverfion,Yr. from perverfe.] The a& 
of perverting ; change to fomething worfe. 

Women to govern men, flaves freemen, are much in the 
fame degree ; all being total violations and perverfons of the 
laws of nature and nations. Bacon. 

He fuppofes that whole reverend body are fo far from dis¬ 
liking popery, that the hopes of enjoying the abby lands 
would be an effectual incitement to their perverfion. Swift. 
Perversity, n.f. [perverftte, Fr. from per verje.] Perverfe¬ 
nefs ; croflhels. 

What ftrange perveiftity is this of man ! 

W hen twas a crime to tafte th’ inlightning tree. 

He could not then his hand refrain. Norris. 

I o PERVE'RT. v. a. [perverto, Lat. pervertir, Fr.] 

I. I o diftort from the true end or purpofe. 

Inftead of good they may work ill, and pervert juftice to 
extreme injuftice. Spenfers State of Ireland. 

If thou feeft the oppreflion of the poor, and violent per¬ 
verting of juftice in a province, marvel not. Eccluf v. 8. 

If then his providence 
Out of our evil feek to bring forth good, 

Our labour muft be to pervert that end. 

And out of good ftill to find means of evil. Milton. 

He has perverted my meaning by his glolles ; and inter¬ 
preted my words into blafphemy, of which they were not 

* Dryden. 

4 


Porphyry has wrote a volume to explain thic 
nymphs with more piety than judgment P and ! of *e 
has perverted it into oblcenity; and both alleo-oricaTh^V 6 ^ 
2. To corrupt; to turn from the right; oppofed Z' 
which is to turn from the wrong to "the right ° le t0 COnvert » 
1 he heinous and defpiteful 
Of Satan, done in Paradife, and how 
Me in the ferpent had perverted Eve 
Her hufband rtie, to tafte the fatal fruit, 
vv as known in heav’n tia'u * t » 

Perve-rter. j: [from pervert.} M,lton s Par «diftUft_ 

1. One that changes any thing from o- 00 d to Had. o 

not IT a chil ? i nds his own p ar ™ ts his it;4 C0 hT r ’ 

not be fo properly born, as damned into the world ’ Y ,1' 

2. One who d,(forts any thing from the right purpofe. S k 
He that reads a prohibition in a divine law h-ut 

weli fatisfied about the fenfe he gives it left heC"^ ^ 
wrath of God, and be found a pei verter of his law C/v/ ^ 

"ESS***- “«■ 

'W2&& ‘ -J W&5 

of devotions be efficacious upon the mind of 0 „. 

Ot the moft pervicacious young creatures ' rin 'T 

: b ztcf vsLY ' ^ [from whh ^ 

Pervica'ciousness. 1 

Pervica'city. ( n 'f'\.l' er vicacia,\ J at. from pervicacious.} 

Pervi'cacy. j Spiteful obftinacy. J 

PERVIOUS, adj. [pervius, Latin.j 
I. Admitting paflage ; capable of being permeatei 

The Egyptram ufed to fay, that unknown darknefe i s the 
hrft principle oi the world ; by darknefs they mean God 
whole fecrets are pervious to no eye, 7 

. Leda’s twins 

Confpicuous both, and both in aft to throw 
I heir trembling lances brandilh’d at the foe. 

Nor had they mifs’d ; but he to thickets fled, 

Conceal’d from aiming fpears, not pervious to the fteed. 

Thofe lodged in other earth, more lax and pervimfdt 
cayed in tract of time, and rotted at length. IVoodvjard 
’ permeating. This fenfe js not proper, 
hat is this little, agile, pervious fire, 

1 his flutt’ring motion which we call the mind > P/wr 
1 i a R pI(fe"r ,ESS ’ H ' J ’ ^ fr ° m ( ’ ervi ° us < -ii*ality of admitting 

The pervimpufs of our receiver to a body much more 
luhtiie than air, proceeded partly from the looier texture of 
that gJafs tne receiver was made of, and partly from the enoS 
mous heat, which opened the pores of the glafs. Boyle. 

There will be found another difference befides that of per - 

p v * 0U J ne f 5 ' Holder's Elements of Speech. 

Peru k e. nf [ peruque , Fr.J A cap of falfe hair; a peri wN 
put him on a linen cap, and his peruke over thzt. 

Pn, / rr , IVifeman. 

1 o 1 erl ke. v. a. [from the noun.J To drefs in adfcititiow 
hair. 

Peru'kem aker. n.f [peruke and maker.] A maker of pe¬ 
rukes ; a wigmaker, 

Peru sal. [from perufe. ] The a cl of reading. 

As pieces of miniature muft be allowed a clofer infpech'on, 
lo this treatife requires application in the perufal. Woodward. 

It upon a new perufal you think it is written in the very 
fpint of the ancients, it deferves your care, and is capable of 

T b SS vedl r Atterbury. 

1 o PERL SE. v. a. [per and ufe.] 

1. To read. 

Perufe this writing here, and thou fhalt know 
The treafon. ShakeJ ^ Rlchard jj # 

1 he petitions being thus prepared, do you conftantly fet 
apart an hour in a day to perufe thofe petitions. Bacon. 

Carefully obferve, whether he taftes the diftinguifhinc per- 
fedions or the fpecifick qualities of the author whom he 
pe_ff es r Addifon's Spectator, N Q 409. 

2. 1 o obferve ; to examine. 

I hear the enemy ; 

Out fome light horfemen, and perufe their wings. Shakef 
I’ve perus'd her well; 

Beauty and honour in her are fo mingled, 

That they have caught the king. Sbakefpearc. 

Myfelf I then perus'd, and limb by limb 
Survey’d. Milton's Paradife Loft. 

1 eru ser. n.f. [from perufe.] A reader ; examiner. 

T. he difficulties and hefitations of every one will be ac~ 
cording to the capacity of each perufer, and as his penetra¬ 
tion into nature is greater or lefs. Woodward. 

Pesade. n.f 

Pefade is a motion a horfe makes in railing or lifting up his 
forequarters, keeping his hind legs upon the ground without 
Erring. Farmer's Dili. 

PjESSARY. 


P E S 

Pe'ssary. n.f [peffarie, Fr.J Is an oblong form of medicine, 
made to thruft up into the uterus upon fome extraordinary 
occafions. 

Of cantharides he preferibes five in a peffary, cutting oft 
their heads and feet, mixt with myrrh. Arbutbnot. 

PEST. n.f. [pefte, Fr. peftis, Lat.j 

1. Plague; peftilence. 

Let fierce Achilles 

The god propitiate, and th epeft afluage. Pope. 

2. Any thing mifehievous or deftrudive. 

The peft a virgin’s face and bofom bears, 1 

High on her crown a rifing fnake appears, > 

Guards her black front, and hiffes in her hairs. Pope. ) 

At her words the hellifh peft 

Forbore. Milton's Paradife Loft. 

Of all virtues juftice is the beft ; 

Valour without it is a common peft. Waller. 

To Pe'ster. v. a. [pefter, Fr.J 

1. To difturb ; to perplex ; to harafs ; to turmoil. 

Who then fhall blame 
His pefter d fenfes to recoil and ftart, 

When all that is within him does condemn 

Itfelf for being there. Shakefpeare’s Macbeth. 

He hath not fail’d to pefter us with meflage, 

Importing the furrender of thofe lands. Shakefpeare. 

We are feftered with mice and rats, and to this end the 
cat is very ferviceable. More's Antidote againft Aiheifn. 

They did fo much pefter the church and grofsly delude the 
people, that contradidions themfelves afferted by Rabbies were 
equally revered by them as the infallible will of God. 

South's Sermons. 

A multitude of fcribblers daily pefter the world with their 
infufferable fluff. D>yden. 

At home he was purfu’d with noife ; 

Abroad was pefter d by the boys. Swift. 

2. To encumber. 

Pitches and peafe 

For peft'ring too much on a hovel they lay. Buffer. 

Confin’d and pefter din this pinfold here. 

Strive to keep up a frail and feverifh being. Milton. 

Pe'sterer. n.f. [from pefter.] One that pefters or difturbs. 

Pe'sterous. adj. [from pefter.] Encumbering; cumberfome. 
In the ftatute againft vagabonds note the diflike the par¬ 
liament had of goaling them, as that which was chargeable, 
pefterous, and of no open example. Bacon s Henry V II. 

Pe'sthouse. n.f. [from peft and houfe.] An hofpital for per- 
fons infeded with the plague. 

JPesti'ferous. adj. [from peftifer, Lat.j 

j. Deftrudive; mifehievous. 

Such is thy audacious wickednefs. 

Thy leud, peftif'rous and diflentious pranks, 

The very infants prattle of thy pride. Shakefp. 

You, that have difeover’d fecrets, and made fijeh peftife - 
rous reports of men nobly held, muft die. . Shakefp. 

2. Peftilential ; malignant; infedious, 

It is eafy to conceive how the fleams of peftiferous bodies 
taint the air, while they are alive and hot. Arbuthnot. 

Pe'stilence. n. f. [peftilence, Fr. peftilentia, Lat.j Plague; 
peft; contagious diftemper. 

The red peftilence ftrike all trades in Rome, 

And occupations perifh. 

When my eyes beheld Olivia firft, 

Methought fhe purg’d the air of peftilence. 

Pe'stilent. adj. [peftiltnt, Fr. peftilens, Lat.j 

1. Producing plagues; malignant. 

Great ringing of bells in populous cities diffipated peftilent 
air, which may be from the concuflion of the air, and not 
from the found. Bacon's Natural Hiftory. 

To thofe people that dwell under or near the equator, a 
perpetual fpring would be a moft peftilent and infupportable 
fusnmer. Bentley's Sermons. 

7. Mifehievous ; deftrudive. 

There is nothing more contagious and peftilent than fome 
kinds of harmony ; than fome nothing more ftrong and potent 
unto good. Hooker , b. v. f 38. 

Hoary moulded bread the foldiers thrufting upon their 
fpears railed againft king Ferdinand, who with fuch corrupt 
and peftilent bread would feed them. Knolles. 

Which prefident, of peftilent import, 

Againft thee, Henry, had been brought. Daniel. 

The world abounds with peftilent books, written againft 
this doftrine. Swift’s Mifcellanm. 

3- In ludicrous language, it is ufed to exaggerate the meaning 
of another word. 

One peftilent fine, 

His beard no bigger though than thine, 

Walked on before the reft. Suckling. 

Pestile ntial, adj. [pcftilenciel , Fr. peftilens, Lat.j 

1. Partaking of the nature of peftilence; producing peftilence; 
ipfedious ; contagious. 

Thefewith the air pafling into the lungs, infed the mafs 
of blood, and lay the foundation of peftilential fevers. Woodw. 


Shakefp. 

Shakefp. 


PET 

Fire involv’d 

In peftilential vapours, ftench and fmoak. 

2. Mifehievous ; deftrudive ; pernicious. 

If government depends upon religion, then this fhews the 
peftilential defign of thofe that attempt to disjoin the civil and 
ecclefiaftical interefts. _ South s Sermons. 

Pe'stilently. adv. [from peftilent.] Mifchievoufly; de- 
ftrudively. 

Pestilla tion. n. ft [ypiftillum, Lat.j The ad of pounding 
or breaking in a mortar. 

The beft diamonds are comminuble, and fo far from 
breaking hammers, that they fubmit unto peftillation, and re¬ 
fill not any ordinary peftle. Brown's Vulgar Errours. 

Pestle. n.J\ [piftillum, Lat.j An inftrument with which 
any thing is broken in a mortar. 

What real alteration can the beating of the peftle make in 
any body, but of the texture of it. ^ Locke. 

Upon our vegetable food the teeth and jaws ad as the peftle 
and mortar. Arbuthnot on Aliments. 

Pestle of Pork, n.f A gammon of bacon. AinJ . 

Pet. n. J. [This word is of doubtful etymology ; from defpit, 
Fr. or impetus, Lat. perhaps it may be derived fome w’ay 
from petit, as it implies only a little fume or fret.J 

1. A flight paflion ; a flight fit of anger. 

If all the world 

Should in a pet of temperance feed on pulfe. 

Drink the dear ftream, and nothing wear but freeze, 

Th’ all-giver would be unthankt, would be unprais’d. 

Milton. 

If we cannot obtain every vain thing we afk, our next bu- 
finefs is to tak 0 pet at the refulal. L'EJlrange. 

Life, given for noble purpofes, muft not be thrown up in 
a pet, nor whined away in love. Collier. 

They caufe the proud their vifits to clHay, 

And fend the godly in a pet to pray. Pope. 

2. A lamb taken into the houfe, and brought up by hand. A 

Cade lamb. [Probably from petit, little.J Hanmer . 

PE'TAL. n.f [petalujn, Latin.J 

Petal is a term in botany, iignifying thofe fine coloured 
leaves that compofe the flowers or ail plants : whence plants 
are diftinguifhed into monopetalous, whole flower is one con¬ 
tinued leaf; tripetalous, pentapetalous and polypetalous, 
when they confift of three, five or many leaves. Ahiincy. 

Peta'lous. adj. [frompetal.] Having petals. 

Pe'tard. \ n 'f’ [P etard > Fr * P etard o, Italian.J 

A petard is an engine of metal, almoft in the fhape of an 
hat, about feven inches deep, and about five inches over at 
the mouth : when charged with fine powder well beaten, it 
is covered with a madrier or plank, bound down faft with 
ropes, running through handles, which are round the rim 
near the mouth of it: thi s peta/d is applied to gates or bar¬ 
riers of fuch places as are deligned to be furprized, to blow 
them up ; they are alfo ufed in countermines to break through 
into the enemies galleries. Military Dili. 

’Tis the fport to have the engineer 
Hoi ft with his own petar. Shakefpeare's Hamlet . 

Find all his having and his holding. 

Reduc’d t’ eternal nolle and fcolding ; 

The conjugal petard that tears 

Down all portcullices of ears. Hudibras. 

Pete'chial. adj. [ from petechia, Lat.j Peftilentially fpotted. 
In London are many fevers with buboes and carbuncles, 
and many petechial or lpotted fevers. Arbuthnot. 

Pester-wort. n.f. This plant differs from St. John’s-wort[ 
only in having a pyramidal feed-vefiel, divided into five 

cells * . Miller. 

PETIT, adj. [French.] Small; inconfiderable. 

By what fmall petit hints does the mind recover a vanifhino- 
notion ? South's Sermons. 

PETLTION. n.f [p t titio, Latin.] 

1. Requeft; intreaty; lupplication; prayer. 

We muft propofe unto all men certain petitions incident 
and very material in caufes of this nature. Hooker . 

My next poor petition 

Is, that his noble grace would have fomp pity 

Upon my wretched women. Shakefp. 

Let my life be given at my petition, and my people at my 

requeft. J pul : 

E, BJtberv 11.3. 

1 hou didft choofe this houfe to be called by thy name, and 
to be a houfe of prayer and petition for thy people. 1 Mac. vii. 

2. Single branch or article of a prayer. 

Then pray’d that fhe might ftill poffefs his heart. 

And no pretending rival fhare a part; 

This lab petition heard of all her pray’r. Dryden. 

plicate 1 TI ° N * V ' ^ fr ° m the n0Un ’J To folicit e; to fup- 

You have petition'd all the gods 
For my profperity. Shahff. Coriolanm. 

1 he mother petitioned her goddefs to beftow upon them the 
greateft gift that could be given. AddiJ'on. 

Petitio narily. 
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